
On ne connaît que les choses que 

l'on apprivoise… Si tu 

m'apprivoises, je connaîtrai un 

bruit de pas qui sera différent 

de tous les autres... Et nous 

aurons besoins l'un de l'autre… 
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1 Jean-Marc Gaspard Itard, French Physician (April 24, 1775 - July 5, 1838). He was the first physician to 
declare that an enriched environment could compensate for developmental delays caused by heredity or 
previous deprivation. Up to this time, it had been assumed that mentally retarded people were 
uneducable. As one writer put it, Itard's work with Victor "did away with the paralyzing sense of 
hopelessness and inertia that had kept the medical profession and everybody else from trying to do 
anything constructive for mental defectives". 
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