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Summary table 
 
 

 
 Gouvernment Associations University Others 
Argentina X X  X 
Brazil X XX X  
Canada  X X X 
Canada (Québec) X  X  
Chili X X  X 
Costa-Rica XX X   
Cuba     
Écuador X X   
Mexique XX    
Nicaragua  X   
Péru X X   
United States  X X  
Uruguay  X   
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1) Representatives of PAHO member-states 
 

 
Argentina 

 
Diego González Castañón 
 Psychiatrist and member of AAMR, 
 Director of ITINERIS: Institutional workshop on Intellectual Disability 

 
Hilda M. De Aubert 

President, 
Federación Argentina de Entidades pro Atención al Deficiente (FENDIM) 
 

Jorge Oscar Badaracco 
 Director, 

National Bureau of the Readaptation and Promotion for Persons with 
Disabilities 
 

 
Brazil 

 
Francisco Assumpçâo Jr. 
 Adviser, 
 Sao Paolo Department for Children and Adolescent Health Care, 
 University of Sao Paulo 
 

 María Amelia Vampré Xavier 
  President, 

Federação Nacional de Padres e Amigos Ecepcionais (FENAPAES) 
 
 

Canada
 
Diane Bégin 
 Director, 
 Bureau for persons with disabilities, Health Ministry of Québec 
 
Daniel Boisvert 
 Montreal PAHO/WHO Conference President 
 Professor and investigator, 

  University of Quebec in Trois-Rivières (UQTR) 
  
Cameron Crawford 
 Executive-president 
 Roeher institute 
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Paul Young 
 Self-advocate, 

Young and Associates Consulting in Intellectual Disability 
 

 
Chile

 
Enrique Norambuena  
 President, 

      Asociación Nacional del Discapacitado Mental (ANDIME) 
    

Andrea Zondek 
 Executive-Director 
 National Office for Persons with Disabilities 

Fondo Nacional de la Discapacidad (FONADIS) 
 
 
 
Costa Rica 

 
Luis Fernando Astorga Gatjens 
 Director for Latin-America, 

Interamerican Institute on Disability (IID)  
 
Lady Meléndez Rodríguez 
 Professor in special education, 

Ministry of Public Education 
 

 Barbara Holst Quiros 
  Executive Director, 
  National Counsel for Readaptation and Special Education 
 
 

Écuador 
 

Ramiro Cazar 
 Executive Director 

National Counsel on Disability,  
Consejo Nacional en Discapacidad (CONADIS ) 

 
Edgar Molina Montalvo 
 President, 

Federación Ecuatoriana Pro Atención a la Persona con Deficiencia Mental 
(FEPAPDEM) 
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Jamaica 

 
 Grace Duncan 

Executive-Director, 
Jamaica Association for Persons with Mental Retardation 

 
 
 

Mexico 
 

Virginia Gonzalez Torres  
 Executive-Secretary 

National Counsel for Mental Health, 
Health Ministry of Mexico 
 

 Mme Carlota Hammeken Pérez  
  President  
  VOZ Pro Salud Mental  
 
 
 

Nicaragua 
 
 Roberto Leal Ocampo 

 Montreal PAHO/WHO Conference Rapporteur 
  Executive Director 
  Inclusión Interamericana and 
  Secretary General – Confederación Centroamericana y Caribe de   
  Padres y Amigos de Personas con Discapacidad (CONCAPAD) 

 
 

Panama 
 

 Xenia Mas de Vergara 
  Delegate representing Mrs. Vivian Fernández de Torrijos, First Lady of the 
  Republic of Panama, and Technical cooperation coordinator - Secretaría 
  Nacional para la Integración Social de las Personas con Discapacidad  
  (SENADIS) 

 
 Natasha Velotti 
  Director 
  Dirección Nacional de Discapacidad – Ministerio de la Juventud, la Mujer, 
  la Niñez y la Familia 
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Péru 
 
 Julio Huamán Pineda 
  President 
  Instituto Especializado en Salud Mental 
  “ Honorio Delgado-Hideyo Noguchi ” 

 
 Eduardo Henrry Zorrilla Sakoda 
  Deputy Minister 
  Health Ministry 
 
 
 

United-States
 
 Eric Rosenthal 
  Executive Director, 
  Mental Disability Rights International (MDRI) 
 

Sue Swenson 
Assistant Executive-Director for Membership 
and Program Services 
The ARC of the United States 
United States 

 
 
 

Uruguay 
 

 Milton Pesce 
  Assistant Deputy Minister 
  Health Ministry 
 
 Nilda Rama Vieytes 
  Delegate representing Mr. Néstor Insausti, President 
  Asociación Nacional de Padres de Personas con Discapacidad   
  Intelectual (ANR) 
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2) Special guest/experts/discussants 
 

a) Special guests 
  
 

Mrs Andrea Aznar  
Coordinator,  
ITINERIS- Talleres de Capacitación Institucional en Discapacidad  
Argentina 
 

Mrs Valerie J. Bradley  
  President-Elect and Vice-president 
  American Association on Mental Retardation (AAMR) 
  President - Human Services Research Institute 
  United States 

 
Mr Santiago Canton  
 Executive secretary  
 Interamerican commission on human rights  
 Organisation of American States (OAE)  
 
Mr Robert Dinerstein  

  Professor of Law 
  American University, Washington College of Law 
  United States 

 
The Honourable Luis Gallegos Chiriboga  

Ambassador to the United Nations from Ecuador  
President of the United Nations Ad Hoc Committee on an International 
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity 
of Persons with Disabilities  
United Nations  
 

Mr Bengt Lindqvist  
Ex UN Special Rapporteur on disability, 

 Sweden 
 
Mrs Dulcie McCallum  

  Former Ombudsman for the Province of British-Columbia, and  
  Member of the Canadian Delegation – UN Ad Hoc Committee on a Global 
  and Integrated International Convention on the Protection and Promotion 
  of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities 
  Canada 

 
Mrs Diane Richler  

  President 
  Inclusion International 
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Mr Benedetto Saraceno  
 Director of Mental Health and Substance Abuse   

  World Health Organization (WHO) 
 
Mr Brian Titemore  
 Lawyer  
 Interamerican commission on human rights  
 Organisation of American States (OAE)  

 
The Honourable Lise Thibault  
 Lieutenant-governor 
 Province of Québec  
 Canada 
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b) Representatives of PAHO and WHO 
 
 

Mrs Thérèse Agossou 
  Regional Advisor on Mental Health 
  African Regional Office of the World Health Organization (WHO) 
  Congo-Brazzaville 

 
Mr José Miguel Caldas de Almeida 

  Coordinator of Mental Health Programs, 
  Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) 

 
Mr Gaston Harnois 

  Director 
  Montreal WHO/PAHO Collaborating Center for Research and Training in  
  Mental Health 
  Canada 

 
Mr Benedetto Saraceno  
 Director of Mental Health and Substance Abuse   

  World Health Organization (WHO) 
 
Mr Javier Vasquez  
 Montreal PAHO/WHO Conference assistant-Rapporteur 
 Human Rights lawyer 

  Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO)/ World Health Organization  
  (WHO) 
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c) Scientific and Program committee members 
 
 

Mrs Céline Mercier (committee President)  
 Full Professor - Université de Montréal 
 Director of Information Technology and Research 
 Lisette-Dupras and West Montreal Readaptation Centres 
 Canada 
  
 Mr José Miguel Caldas de Almeida   
 Coordinator of Mental Health Programs, 
 Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) 
  
Mr Yves Lachapelle  
 Professor 
 Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières 
 Director - Laboratoire de Recherche 
 Interdépartemental en Déficience Intellectuelle (LARIDI) 
 Canada 
  
Mr Jocelin Lecomte  
 Montreal PAHO/WHO Conference assistant-Rapporteur 
 Information and Research Consultant 
 Lisette-Dupras and West Montreal Readaptation centres 
 Canada 
  
Mrs Ruth Luckasson  
 Regents’ Professor and Professor of Special Education 
 Chair, Department of Educational Specialties University of New Mexico 
 Past President, American Association on Mental Retardation (AAMR) 
 United States 
  
Mr Bengt Nirje  
 Consultant 
 University of Uppsala 
 Sweden 
  
Mr Benedetto Saraceno  
 Director of the Department of Mental Health 
 World Health Organization (WHO) 
  
Mr Javier Vasquez  
 Montreal PAHO/WHO Conference assistant-Rapporteur 
 Human rights lawyer 
 Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization 

(PAHO/WHO) 
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Mr Miguel Ángel Verdugo  
 Professor of Psychology of Disability 
 Director - Instituto Universitario de Integración en la Comunidad (INICO) 
 University of Salamanca 
 Spain 

 
 
 
 
 
 

d) Organizing committee members 
 

Gaston Harnois (committee President)    
 Director 
 Montreal WHO/PAHO Collaborating Center for research and training in 

Mental Health 
 Canada 
 
John Aung-Thwin    
 Director General 
 Lisette-Dupras and West Montreal Readaptation Centres 
 Canada 
  
Simon Caron    
 Consultant 
 Canada 
 
  
Ronald S. Creary    
 Counsellor to the Director General and Secretary General 
 West Montreal Readaptation Centre 
 Canada 
 
 
Guy-Michel Des Lauriers    
 Counsellor to the Director General and Secretary General 
 Lisette-Dupras Readaptation Centre 
 Canada 
 
  
Céline Mercier   
 Full Professor - Université de Montréal 
 Director of Information Technology and Research 
 Lisette-Dupras and West Montreal Readaptation Centres 

 11



 Canada 
  
 France Pomerleau    
 Communication consultant 
 Fédération québécoise des centres de réadaptation en déficience 

intellectuelle 
 Canada 

 
 
 
 
 
3) OBSERVERS  
 

a) Representatives of intellectual disability organizations 
 
 

Mr. René Beaulieu  
 President,  
 Mouvements Personnes d’Abord de Montréal  
 Canada 
 
Mr Claude Belley  

  President,  
 CNRIS - Consortium national de recherche sur l’intégration sociale  
 Canada 
 
Mrs Paulette Berthiaume  

CRADI - Comité régional des associations pour la déficience intellectuelle  
Canada 
 

Mrs Louise Bourgeois   
  Fédération des Mouvements Personnes d’Abord du Québec  
  Canada 
 

Mrs Lucie Cholette  
  President,  

 Association du Québec pour l’intégration sociale (AQIS)  
 Canada 
 
Mrs Thérèse Collin  

CRADI - Comité régional des associations pour la déficience intellectuelle  
Canada 
 

Mr Patrick Fougeyrollas  
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  Scientific Support Director – Institut de réadaptation en déficience   
  physique du Québec 
  Professor – Université Laval 
  Representative of Rehabilitation International 
  Canada 

 
Mr Jocelyn Girard  

  Director-general,  
  L’Arche-Montréal  
  Canada 
 
 
 

Mr Steve Janelle  
 Representative  

Fédération des Mouvements Personnes d’Abord du Québec  
Canada 
 

Mr Germain Lafrenière  
 President 
 TED sans frontières  
 Canada

 
Mr Serge Limoges  
 President 

 AMDI - Association de Montréal pour la déficience intellectuelle  
 Canada 
 

Mrs Nicole Malo  
  Public Curator 
  Office of the Public Curator of Québec 
  Canada 

 
Mrs Karen Staley  

 The Arc of the United States  
 United States 
 
 

b) Representatives of co-organizing partners  
 
 

Mr Gilles Cloutier  
  Professional affairs counselor 
  Fédération québécoise des centres de réadaptation en déficience   
  intellectuelle (FQCRDI) 
  Canada 
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Mrs Jocelyne Bélanger  

  Ministère de la Santé et des Services Sociaux  
  Canada 
 

Mr Pierre Berger  
 Office des personnes handicapées du Québec  
 Canada 

 
Mrs Renée Lamontagne  

  Deputy minister 
  Ministère de la santé et des services sociaux  
  Canada 
 

Mr Éric Meunier  
  Office des personnes handicapées du Québec  
  Canada 
 

Mr Norbert Rodrigue  
  President-Director general 
  Office des personnes handicapées du Québec 
  Canada 
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4) CONFERENCE CLOSING CEREMONY GUESTS (OCTOBER 6TH, 2004)  
 
 

Mr Gérald Arsenault  
  President 

Taylor-Birks Fondation  
  Canada 

 
Mr Jean-Marie Bouchard  

President  
Fédération québécoise des centres de réadaptation en déficience 
intellectuelle  

  Canada 
 

Mrs Monique Bruneau  
  President of the board of administrators 
  Lisette-Dupras Readaptation Centre 
  Canada 
 

Mr Philippe Couillard  
 Minister of Health and Social Services 
 Chairman of the Comité ministériel du développement social  

  Quebec Ministry of Health & Social Services  
Canada 
 

Mrs Lise Denis 
 Ombudsman 
 Quebec Health and Social Services Ombudsman 
 Canada 
 
Mr Brian Griffiths  

 President 
Marc Vanier Centre 

 15



Canada 
 

Mr Jacques Hendlisz  
 Director general 

Douglas Hospital 
Canada 
 

Mr Yvon Lamarre  
 President and Founder  

Yvon Lamarre Fondation 
Canada 
 
 

Mr Richard Lessard  
 Director of Public Health and Prevention  

Agence régionale de développement de réseaux locaux de services de 
santé et de services sociaux  
Canada 
 

Mr David Levine  
 President-director general  

Agence régionale de développement de réseaux locaux de services de 
santé et de services sociaux  
Canada 
 

Mr Gary Whittaker  
President of the board of administrators 
West Montreal Readaptation Centre 
Canada 
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